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Potential Tropical Cyclone 16 (Future Ophelia) 
Briefing

As of 9:00 AM EDT

September 22, 2023

What has changed: Flood watches expanded to include portions of Central 

Virginia/Richmond Metro.

Next Briefing: 5 PM Friday, September 22, 2023 

Disclaimer: The information contained within is time-sensitive. Please visit our website for the later information.
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Situation Overview

ǒ PTC #16 (likely future Tropical Storm Ophelia) will bring heavy rain and windy conditions later 

this afternoon into early Sunday, Tropical Storm Warnings are in effect. 

ǒ 3-6ò of rain is expected with locally higher amounts.The highest rainfall totals will be along/east of 

I-95 (including in the urban areas of Hampton Roads). Localized flooding is possible, especially in 

urban/poor drainage areas. 

ǒ N-NE winds could gust to 45-55 mph from this evening into early Sunday, with gusts to 45 mph 

possible inland. A few downed trees/power lines and scattered power outages are possible. 

ǒ Moderate to Major tidal flooding is forecast with the high tides late tonight night into early 

Saturday morning and again Saturday afternoon. Inundation of up to 2 to 4 feet above ground 

level is possible.

ǒ There is an elevated risk of tornadoes beginning late tonight across coastal portions of 

northeast NC, spreading further north Saturday afternoon.

ǒ Marine / Coastal Waters - Tropical Storm conditions are likely from from late this afternoon through 

Saturday. Tropical Storm Warnings are in effect for all area waters. 
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Situation Overview

ǒ Potential Tropical Cyclone #16 is located off the 

Southeast coast with maximum sustained winds 

of 50 mph this morning. 

ǒ PTC #16 is forecast to become a Tropical Storm 

(Ophelia) by this afternoon or evening. 

ǒ Heavy rain and gusty wind develop across 

southeastern portions of the area later this 

afternoon and spread further north this evening 

into tonight. 

ǒ Conditions improve early Sunday morning. 
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Situation Overview

Hazard Impacts Location Timing

Wind
Tropical storm force winds could 

result in scattered tree damage 

and power outages. 

Northeast North Carolina, Eastern 

Virginia, Southeast Maryland  

(highest winds along the coast)

This evening into early Sunday

Storm Surge & 

Inundation

Up to 2-4 ft of inundation could 

result in flooding of vulnerable 

locations along the coast. 

Along the western coast of the 

Chesapeake Bay, tidal rivers, 

Albemarle/Currituck Sound, and 

Atlantic coast.

This evening into early Sunday 

Flooding 

Rain

3-6ò of rain (with locally higher 

amounts) will lead to scattered 

instances of flash flooding, 

especially in urban and poor 

drainage areas.

Northeast North Carolina, Eastern 

Virginia, and Southeast Maryland
This evening into early Sunday

Tornado

A few tornadoes are possible. A 

few places may experience 

tornado damage, along with power 

and communication disruptions.

Northeast North Carolina, Eastern 

Virginia, and Southeast Maryland

(highest threat coastal northeast 

NC) 

Tonight into Saturday

Marine
Large seas and tropical storm 

force winds will produce dangerous 

conditions for mariners.  

All coastal and nearshore waters This evening into early Sunday



Wakefield, VA

September 22, 2023
8:30 AM

National Weather Service

Threat Levels

Wind Surge

For information on specific hazards in this area, please go to: https://www.weather.gov/akq/tropical
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Hazard Overview - Tropical

ǐTropical Storm Warnings are in 

effect for portions of Northeast 

North Carolina, Eastern Virginia, 

and Southeast Maryland. 
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Hazard Overview - Flood Watch

ǐA Flood Watch is now in effect for 

portions of Central Virginia, 

including Richmond. 

ǐThe Flood Watch remains in 

effect for Southeast Virginia, and 

Northeast North Carolina. 

ǐAdditional Flood Watches may be 

needed further north.  
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State Hazard Overview

ǐTropical Storm 

Warnings are in 

effect for portions of 

Northeast North 

Carolina, Eastern 

Virginia, and 

Southeast Maryland.

ǐStorm Surge 

Warnings in effect for 

most VA waters 

except for the 

Potomac River where 

a Storm Surge Watch 

remains in effect
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Maximum Wind Gusts

There is the potential for:

ǐAlong/near coast: Sustained 

winds of 35 mph gusting up to 

45 to 55 mph near the coast 

and Bay (peak gusts up to 60 

mph are possible). 

ǐInland: Gusty winds of 35 to 40 

mph, a few gusts around or in 

excess of 45 mph will be 

possible. 

ǐTiming: from this evening, into 

Saturday evening.
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Maximum Wind Gusts  

There is the potential for:

ǐAlong/near coast: Sustained 

winds of 35 mph gusting up to 45 

to 55 mph near the coast and 

Bay (peak gusts up to 60 mph 

are possible). 

ǐInland: Gusty winds of 35 to 40 

mph, a few gusts around or in 

excess of 45 mph will be 

possible. 

ǐTiming: from this evening, into 

Saturday evening.

Maximum Wind Gusts (mph)


